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Newsletter – December 2017 
www.weyceramics.co.uk  email: information@weyceramics.co.uk 
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Ceramics News 
 
BBC i-player has a repeat of a radio interview with Grayson Perry about his exhibition, The Tomb 
of the Unknown Craftsman, where he was allowed to rummage through the vaults of the British 
Museum in London, setting his own culture and works alongside some of their ancient artefacts. 
 

 
Society News and Events 
 

Website:    The Wey Ceramics website www.weyceramics.co.uk is being updated, we will let 

members know when the new website is up and running.   We would like more examples of 

members’ work, please send Jan a small image with a plain neutral background  “thumbnail” size 

or “saved for Web” depending on what your photo software provides: to janhite@gmail.com. Please 

name the pictures rather than leaving with the default name as this makes it difficult to identify the 

maker. 

 

Facebook Page:  Please also check our Facebook page, we have lots of updates of recent 

events. 

 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
Raku Firing   3 June 2018 
 
We plan to hold our first public ‘Raku Firing’ Event on Sunday 3rd June, at JoJo Rowley’s Garden 
in Ockley, Surrey. This will be an interactive experience, with a range of pre-made biscuit fired pots 
available for you to buy and glaze yourself. 

 

Wey Ceramics  
Society 

 

http://www.weyceramics.co.uk/
mailto:janhite@gmail.com
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The event will be free to watch. If you’d like to participate, there will be a selection of pots for you 
to glaze yourself. The cost is £10. Your pieces will be fired immediately, and ready to take home 
on the same day! 

 

Places will be limited, and will need to be pre-booked. There will be 3 sessions, running between 
11-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm. If you’re interested please let us know via the Facebook page or email 
information@weyceramics.co.uk. 

 

We are keen to attract new members so please invite any friends with an interest in ceramics. 
 

Wey Ceramics Exhibition November 2018 
 
Our next exhibition will be at the Haslemere Museum for three weeks in November 2018. 
 
This will be a selling exhibition (unlike the Harvey Gallery where pots can only be collected at the 
end of the exhibition).   
 
We would suggest larger pieces, wall pieces and outside sculpture for the garden.  The exhibition 
will be stewarded by the museum, but we would like to have members available to talk about the 
work. 
 
More details to follow! 

 
Demonstrations 
 
We have approached several potters but as yet have no firm dates, we hope to ee Mark Daly and 
John Bull. 
 
We would really recommend attending the demonstrations, the potters give so many useful tips 
which can’t be adequately explained in a write-up. 

 
Pit Firing – 8 & 9 October 2017 
 
Jojo Rowley again kindly let us use her garden for the pit firing, as you can see from the photos 
below, we had a successful firing. 
 

 Laying the wrapped pots in the pit Adding the kindling 

mailto:information@weyceramics.co.uk
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Workshop – Photographing your work - Peter Searight  22 October 
2017  
 
The workshop was held for members to improve the quality of the images of their work, as shiny 
surfaces such as pots can be difficult to represent.  Between us we had a variety of cameras – 
phones, compact cameras and Digital SLRs. 
 
Peter took us through some of the basics, such as apertures, stops, film speed. 
 
Purpose - The first question was what is the purpose of the photo – for example use on a card or 
leaflet or a website.  What does the rest of the website look like – e.g. dark or pale background? 
 
Background - take care to set up so the background is either part of the shot or excluded – use a 
wide aperture to blur the background.  Also be aware of reflections- these can be effective but may 
dominate the pot. 
 
Light source / type - Daylight / artificial light 
Colour temperature –the sun gets cooler during the day – i.e. bluer.  Early morning and late 
afternoon are warmer. You can adjust most cameras’ white balance. Daylight is a good average 
setting, but you can also adjust for tungsten or fluorescent light to avoid photos having a yellow or 
blue cast. 
 
ISO “film speed” – this still relates to digital cameras and is more about the “noise” – a higher ISO  
used when light levels are lower such as ISO 1600 can result in more noise, where the image is 
mottled. 
 
Aperture – a wider aperture will narrow the depth of field, which can give an interesting effect with 
certain details in sharp focus and others out of focus.  For a row of pots you can use this to pick 
out the middle pot and have the others slight blurred. 
 

The fire gets going The results 
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Focal length –a telephoto compresses perspective, which can be useful if you have a row of pots 
point away from you, so that you can focus on the font pot and the rest will be out of focus. 
 
A good tip was to avoid using a digital zoom as you are only using a small part of the frame and 
enlarging. 
 
A tripod is also a good idea for setting up a still life as you can take your time setting up the shot 
and adjust / repeat easily, and also use a lower shutter speed.  If possible use a separate flash as 
often the flash on the camera can be flat and dull.  A daylight bulb provides a constant bright light 
source, however be aware of mixed light, for example daylight on one side and tungsten on the 
other, which can result in an odd blue / orange effect. 
 
Here are some examples of different exposures: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A good standard setting for handheld is F5.6 – 8 and shutter speed 1/160th, with a maximum of 
ISO 400.  
 
You can also use white or shiny card to the side of the pot to soften shadows. 
 
Size of image – the best size for sending images for printing is 300 dots per inch (dpi). Web images, 
which can be smaller and less detailed, can be 72 dpi.  Most computers will have photo editing 
software where you can change the file size. 
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Mike Goddard & Margaret Overal - Demonstration   25 June 2017 
 
Mike and Margaret are lucky to be able to spend their time 
across his homes and studios in Kent, the Dordogne and 
Bequia in the Caribbean.  He has 3 wheels in each studio. 
 
A different style of work is made in each location; in France, 
Mike enjoys cooking French food and visiting old potteries. The 
work in France is mostly domestic earthenware and cookware; 
in the UK Mike makes a range of pieces.   
 
In Bequia Mike’s studio is in an old sugar 

Mill, and he uses the influences of the original Arawak settlers, using shards 
found on the beach, to teach local schoolchildren to make small pots, with 
designs based on their ancestry. He also makes ceramic boats based on the 
local regattas.  They are the only pottery in the Windward Islands so there are 
no issues in selling work.  Mike is well known in the region; he has also made 
basins and lights for a hotel on Union Island. 
 

 
Mike was previously an architect, and uses 
these influences in his pottery, sometimes 
adding finials etc. to his boat pieces.  Margaret, 
who trained as a graphic designer, does the 
decoration, often using sgraffito on slip. 
 
 
Mike originally trained as an architect and subsequently went to 

Teacher Training College as an artist, but an old pottery wheel led him to change his subject to 
Ceramics; in his holidays he travelled around helping out studio potters.  Mick Casson suggested 
he enrol on the Ceramics course at Harrow.  On leaving Harrow Mike worked for Mick Casson, and 
for Janet Stedman at her studio in La Borne, SE France.  
 
Mike also taught at various Art Schools, and started building kilns - all over the world.  Mike loves 
building kilns and once built a raku link in a supermarket trolley. 
 
Maggie trained as an illustrator and does most of the decoration on the pots. 
 
At Harrow Mike discovered a free decorative source – textured wallpaper, and uses this in several 
of his pieces, for example a textured base, with the outer wall thrown separately and joined to the 
base, allowing round oval shapes etc.   
 
He also once dropped a handle by mistake and was fascinated by the pattern, and now sometimes 
throws a pot onto a table to stretch out the design. 
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Another tip is an extruder gun from Lidl (usually used for mastic) where Mike has made ceramic 
discs with holes for extruding handles, similar ones from pottery suppliers are much.more 
expensive. 
 
Mike takes ideas from all sorts of places, as well as architectural finials he 
also designed a tea strainer based on a segment of bamboo. 
 
 
Mike showed us his “cut and slam” wedging technique, which involves 
cutting the lump of clay diagonally towards you, turning the top piece and 
slamming down. The lump is then turned and the cutting etc repeated.  Of 
course Mike made this look easy but it is an interesting technique. We will try and get a video on 
the Wey ceramics web page. 
 

For tall pieces Mike joins two cylinders, the top cylinders is inverted (i.e. base at 
top) the edges are cut and joined when almost leather hard, and then Mike 
throws through to smooth out the shape. 
 
 
 
 
 

At Harrow Mike was taught fast repetition throwing and has a square bat set 
inside the circular bat on the wheel head, so each square bat can be removed 
 
 
 
 
For decorating Mike has cardboard discs with sections marked to easily divide edges into sixths, 
eighths etc. 
 
He threw several dishes, the base can be quite thin as this will not always be used - the rim will be 
joined to a flat or oval slab. Mike showed us how he alters the rim, splitting into two and then 
altering. 
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 Profiles on rims and bases of  
 pots are made with templates: 
 
 
 
 

Mike also demonstrated pulling handles onto a pot and encouraged us to have a go – with mixed 
results! 
 

 
He also assembled a teapot to show 
the technique when adding the spout, 
to allow for the spot to correct itself as 
it dries. He has also invented a neat 
little airhole at the top of the spout 
which allows an easy flow.  Often his 
teapots have birds as handles on the 
lid. 
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Margaret explained her decorating techniques; the pot is covered with slip, usually blue, and when 
still slightly damp she uses a ballpoint pen to draw the design and carves away the coloured slip 
with a dentist’s tool, this gives a slight relief effect. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Materials are from WG Ball in Stoke for Oxides, CTM potters for tools and brushes, Clay is mostly 
White Stoneware with Shino glazes. 
 
Mike was very generous in sharing so much with us - we all found 
it a thoroughly enjoyable demonstration with lots of useful tips 
and techniques.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Garlic Grater - this dish has sharp edges in 
the base and can be used to grate garlic, 
ginger etc so you can make a dressing or 
sauce all-in-one in the bowl 

Oil and Vinegar bottles, and a dip 
dish, with an attached jar for 
chutney 
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Ceramics seen on my travels 
 

1) Ceramics in the City - Geffrye Museum 22 – 24 September 2017 
 
I only had a chance to visit the exhibition briefly, but there was a large selection of work and some 
interesting pieces on display. 
 

 
 
Joanna Veevers used an interesting 
decorative technique  - drawing and 
painting with slips on plaster moulds and 
casting with semi-porcelain to make tiles, 
panels and mosaics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Judit Esztergomi makes wheel-thrown 
and press-moulded tableware. The 
surfaces involve carving through or 
scraping back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sophie McCathy showed her 
exhuberant slip-painted earthenware 
ceramics influenced by natural forms. 
She uses stencils, paper cut-outs and 
wax resist. 
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I was particularly interested in the way the work was displayed, I have included some photos for 
reference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Diane Marshall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Emily Myers 

David Wright 

Sophie McCarthy 
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2) Art in Clay Farnham November 2017 
 
A number of members visited the exhibition, plus a couple of members and old friends were also 
exhibiting.  
 
There was a comprehensive programme of talks and we managed to attend three: 
 
Jennifer Hall uses thrown and rolled pieces to make slip decorated domestic ware.  
Mostly she uses terracotta.  She showed some of her slip decorating techniques.  She 
often leaves a beaded rim (using a template cut from a credit card) around the base of 
a pot to hold onto while dipping in slip.  Additional colours are brushed on in thicker 

slip, and she also leaves some texture on the handles so 
the slip breaks over the texture.  Handles, especially for 
the sides of dishes, are shaped while damp so they do 
not straighten out on the pot when dry. 
 
She also uses sgraffito and favours porcupine quills, and 
also uses a calligraphy dip pen and nib.  Lines and dots 

are made with a slip trailer with a piece of plastic casing from an electrical wire which gives a narrow 
aperture.   
 
Website www.jenniferhall-earthenware.co.uk 
 
Dan Chappell works mostly in Raku, and gave a brief talk about how he fires his work 
and also demonstrated how to improve throwing and centring clay.  He showed how to 
throw a double walled vessel, and enclosed shape, which was then banded with slip and 
“slumped”using biscuit fired bowls as a former. 

 
 

 
 
website: www.danchapple.co.uk 
 
Mark Dally produces mostly domestic ware in white earthenware, 
with black slip trailed decoration.   
 
Unfortuantely we only caught the first part where Mark talked 
about his path to becoming a potter and the influences, including 
1950’s sci-fi and textiles and surface patterns of the 1950s such 
as Ridgway’s ‘Homemaker’ pattern, and in pre-Hispanic South 
American and Australian Aboriginal art. 
 
www.markdallyceramics.co.uk 
 
 
 
Diane Marshall  

http://www.jenniferhall-earthenware.co.uk/
http://www.danchapple.co.uk/
http://www.markdallyceramics.co.uk/
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Art Members’ Exhibitions & News 
 
A number of members will be participating in Surrey Artists Open Studios 2nd -17th June 2018. 
 
More details to follow, however please also check the SAOS website for events. 
 
www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk 
 
 
Ceramic Review Magazines & oxides 

Mary Boddington, ex member of Wey Ceramics, has sadly had to stop potting and has a number 
of CR issues numbers 42 – 111 starting at the Nov/Dec 1976 issue and 126 – 240 finishing Nov/Dec 
2009.   Also about 15 oxides of various amounts with a large amount of Tin oxide.  
 
If anyone is interested please email Mary on bodds4@btinternet.com.   
 

 
What's On Elsewhere 
 
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITES OR CALL TO CONFIRM OPENING TIMES & CHARGES 
 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre 
63, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London, UK, WC1B 3BF. 
Emily-Kriste Wilcox 1 Jan – 1 Apr 2018 
Porcelain³ - Anja Lubach, Katherina Klug and Jo Davies 15 Feb  - 10 Mar 2018 
Matthew Chambers 15 Mar - 7 Apr 2018 
Open:  Monday to Saturday 10.30 to 6.00pm 
Admission: Free 
Website: www.cpaceramics.com 
 
Flow Gallery    19 Jan – 21 Apr 2018 
5 Needham Rd, London W11 2RP   
Derek Wilson  - The Constructed Vessel   
Admission:  free 
Open:   Tuesday - Saturday 11-6 
Website:  www.flowgallery.co.uk 
 
Marsden Woo Gallery 
229 Ebury Street SW1W 8UT 
Mixed Display 18 January to 28 February 2018 
Gordon Baldwin, Alison Britton, Caroline Broadhead, Ken Eastman, Philip Eglin, Kerry Jameson, 
Chun Liao, Robert Marsden, Nao Matsunaga, Carol McNicoll, Sara Radstone, James Rigler, Martin 
Smith, Emma Woffenden, Dawn Youll, Christoph Zellweger   Martin Bodilsen Kaldhal, Owen 
Bullett, James Evans, Tony Hayward, Bryan Illsley, Maria Militsi, Lawson Oyekan, Jacqui Poncelet, 
John Rainey, Alida Sayer, Philip Sayer, Richard Slee, Marit Tngleff 
Ken Eastman 15 March to 30 April 2018 
Open: Tuesday to Friday 11:00-18:00, Saturday 11:00-16:00 
Admission: free 
Website: www.marsdenwoo.com 
 
Ceramic Art London 2018  23 – 25 March 2018 
Central Saint Martins, Granary Building, 1 Granary Square, King's Cross, London N1C 4AA 
More information to follow on website      http://www.ceramics.org.uk/index.php 
 

http://www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk/
http://www.cpaceramics.com/
http://www.flowgallery.co.uk/
http://www.marsdenwoo.com/
http://www.ceramics.org.uk/index.php
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Contemporary Applied Arts  8 Feb – 10 Mar 2018 
89 Southwark Street London SE1 0HX 
Matthew Warner Solo Show  
Admission Free 
Open:  Monday - Saturday 10am - 6pm 
Website:  www.caa.org.uk 
 
Sylvester Fine Art, 64 Belsize Lane, London NW3 5BJ  Tel: 020 7443 5990 
Passionate About Pots  - Contact Gallery for dates 
Clive Bowen, Nic Collins, Mike Dodd, Jean-Nicholas Gérard, Lisa Hammond, Anne Mette Hjortshøj, 
Kang-hyo Lee, Jim Malone, Phil Rogers, Takeshi Yasuda 
Admission: free 
Open: Wednesday – Friday: 11am - 6.30pm, Saturday: 10am  - 6.00pm, Sunday: 10am  - 4.00pm 
Website:  www.sylvesterfineart.co.uk 
 
Independent Ceramics Market 3 – 4 March 2018 
Abney Hall. 73a Church Street,Stoke Newington, London, N16 8BH 
Showcasing over 90 innovative ceramicists, and DIY potters 
Opening Hours: 11am – 6pm 
Website:  www.diyartmarket.com 
 
New Ashgate Gallery  13 Jan – 24 Feb 2018 
Waggon Yard, Lower Church Lane, Downing Street, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7PS   
Eastern Influence 4 artists including Tim Andrews (Raku) 
Opening Hours: Tuesday to Saturday: 10am-5pm 
Admission:  Free 
Website:  www.newashgate.org.uk/whats-on/789/eastern-influence 
 
Innovations in Ceramic Art   3 – 4 March 2018 
The Guildhall, Market Square, Cambridge CB2 3QJ 
No information available on admission prices and times 
Website:  www.onlineceramics.com 
 
OTHER GALLERIES AND MUSEUMS  
 
LINGWOOD SAMUEL Gallery   from 10 Feb 2018 
12 CHURCH STREET, Godalming GU7 1EH   
Out of the Shadows – 4 artists including Raewyn Harrison - ceramic vessels and bottles featuring 
scenes from the Thames Estuary and Stoke on Trent 
Opening Hours: Wednesday-Saturday, 10.00-17.00 
Admission:  Free 
Website:  www.lingwoodsamuelart.com 

 
The Sculpture Park 
Corner of Jumps and Tilford Road, Churt, Nr Farnham Surrey GU10 2LH 
More than 150 renowned sculptors exhibiting over 800 sculptures for sale within ten acres of 
arboretum & wildlife inhabited water gardens  
Opening Hours: Monday – Sunday 10am – 5pm  
Admission:  £10 – Adults, £5   – Senior Citizens & Students, £5   – Children 5-15 
Website:  www.thesculpturepark.com 
 
  

http://www.caa.org.uk/
http://www.sylvesterfineart.co.uk/
http://www.diyartmarket.com/
http://www.newashgate.org.uk/whats-on/789/eastern-influence
http://www.onlineceramics.com/
http://www.lingwoodsamuelart.com/
http://www.thesculpturepark.com/
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Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden Apr 01, 2018 - Oct 31, 2018 
Black & White Cottage - Standon Lane - Ockley - Surrey - RH5 5QR 
A must if you enjoy sculpture - with some ceramic artists showing.  
Opening Hours: Thursday to Saturday, and Bank Holiday Mondays - 11am to 6pm 
   Sunday - 2pm to 5pm 
Admission:  £10 Adult, £8 Concession, £7 Child (ages 4 to 16 inclusive) Under 4 - free 
Website:  www.hannahpescharsculpture.com 
 
 
V&A, London   
Exhibition: Woman’s Hour Craft Prize   until 5 Feb 2018 
 Sackler Centre for arts education, Room 220 
Display: Contemporary Korean Ceramics until 11 Feb 2018 
 Ceramics, Room 146 and Korea, Room 47G 
Open Studion: ceramics residents Juree Kim and Neil Brownsword 
 20 Jan, 14 Feb, 24 Feb, 14 Mar, 24 Mar    13.00 – 16.00 
 Ceramics Residency Studio, Level 6 
Website:  www.vam.ac.uk  www.vam.ac.uk/page/c/ceramics/ 
 
 
Paul Rice Gallery    Arlington Road, London, England, NW1 7ET  Tel: +44 (0)20 7419 6280 
 
gallery Eclectic 66 Marylebone High Street, London W1U 5JF   http://eclectic66.co.uk/1/ 
 
Arthouse1   45 Grange Road, London SE1 3BH        www.arthouse1.co.uk 
 
Sladmore Contemporary, 32 Bruton Place, London W1. www.sladmore.com 
 
 

 
COURSES 
 
The Portable Pottery – Milford, Surrey UK. GU8 5EU 
One to one and shared lessons (up to 8 people). 
Social Studio Evenings 2017   first Thursday evening of each month   from 7 – 9.30 pm 
Website: www.theportablepottery.com 
 

 
GENERAL SHOWS WITH CERAMICS: 
 
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITES OR CALL TO CONFIRM OPENING TIMES 
 
COLLECT 2018 22 Feb – 25 Feb 2018 
Duke of York’s HQ, King’s Road, London SW3 4RY 
International Art Faris for Contemporary Objects 
Opening Hours: Thu 12pm – 7 pm, Fri 11 am – 9 pm  Sat 11am – 6pm Sun 11am – 4 pm 
Admission:  Adult £20, Concession £14 
Website:  www.craftscouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/collect  
 
 
  

http://www.hannahpescharsculpture.com/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/
http://www.vam.ac.uk/page/c/ceramics/
http://eclectic66.co.uk/1/
http://www.arthouse1.co.uk/
http://www.theportablepottery.com/
http://www.craftscouncil.org.uk/what-we-do/collect
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Contact Your Committee 

Chairman    (Rotated)     

 

Hon Treasurer/ Membership Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

 

New Member Liaison  Terri Smart  01483 222710 

 

Website    Jan Hite   01428 656366 

 

Demonstrations & Workshops Angela Wathen      01483 715830 

 

Exhibition Coordinators  Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

Angela Wathen      01483 715830 

 

Publicity          (  Jan Hite   01428 656366  

     (  Claire Waterhouse 01483 425010 / 07807 267233  

 

Minute Secretaries        (  Terri Smart   01483 222710 

     (   Vivien Russell   01483 725556  

 

Newsletter         Diane Marshall 01932 347870 / 07767 419958 

email: diane.marshall123@sky.com 

      

Jo Rowley  01306 627157 or 07814 80522 

 

 

mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com

