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Wey Ceramics Society 2018 Exhibition 

 
 
 

Haslemere Museum, 3 – 26 November 2018 

 
Ceramics News 
 
2019 International Ceramics Festival  - Friday 5th July -Sunday 7th July 2019 
 
This will be held at Aberystwyth Arts Centre on the campus of Aberystwyth University.  The three-day festival 
has grown to become the UK’s leading ceramics event.  It features ceramicists from all over the world and is 
a unique opportunity to see notable international ceramicists demonstrate their techniques and discuss their 
ideas and processes. The focus is both practical and inspirational – kilns are built, pots are made and fired. 
 
The festival features demonstrations, kiln firings, talks and discussions, films, exhibitions, performances, 
hands-on activities, and plenty of other activities over an exciting weekend in the beautiful surroundings of 
mid-Wales. 
 
Tickets will go on sale in November 2018. Accommodation needs to be booked separately  
 
www.internationalceramicsfestival.org 
 
BBC 2 is showing a series on Fridays at 9pm, telling the story of how the craft and manufacturing skills have 
shaped the country's towns and cities and built modern Great Britain; one of the future episodes will cover 
pottery.  Broadcast date for this episode is not yet available so please keep an eye on the TV schedule. 
 
Ceramics produced abroad that are being sold as British are undercutting the industry; Ruth Smeeth, Labour 
MP for Stoke-on-Trent North, proposed mandatory country of origin stamps to protect products made in 
Stoke-on-Trent; she has submitted a Private Members’ Bill to require the indication of country of origin for 
ceramic products. 

Wey Ceramics  
Society 

 

http://www.internationalceramicsfestival.org/
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Jack Doherty has published a new, limited edition book “Living Space” which can be purchased through the 
New Craftsman Gallery, St Ives or directly by contacting jack@dohertyporcelain.com. 
 
Other new or updated ceramics books: 
 
The Potter's Book of Glaze Recipes by Emmanuel Cooper (18 Oct 2018) 
The Encyclopedia of Pottery Techniques: A Unique Visual Directory of Pottery Techniques by Peter 
Cosentino  (4 Oct 2018) 
Ceramics and Print (New Ceramics)       by Paul Scott  (20 Sep 2018) 
Modelling and Sculpting the Figure  by Tanya Russell (23 Aug 2018) 
Porcelain (New Ceramics)  by Vivienne Foley  (23 Aug 2018) 
Surface Decoration (New Ceramics) by Kevin Millward (9 Aug 2018) 
 
And, for a bit of fun:  Pottery Journal: Keep track of your pottery creations by Lawrence Westfall (15 Oct 
2018) – actually this is just a lined journal but might be a great gift for a potter! 

 

 
Society News and Events 
 
Website:    The Wey Ceramics website www.weyceramics.co.uk is now live.  We would like more 

examples of members’ work, please send Jan a small image with a plain neutral background  “thumbnail” 

size or “saved for Web” depending on what your photo software provides: to janhite@gmail.com. Please 

name the pictures rather than leaving with the default name as this makes it difficult to identify the maker. 

 

Facebook Page:  Please also check our Facebook page, we have lots of updates of recent events.  

As the original page did not allow people other than the administrators to post, a new page has been set up 

called “Wey Ceramics Society Group”. 

 

Social Media 

There are an increasing number of pottery groups and individual potters on Facebook and Instagram.  As 

well as Wey Ceramics members’ pages, here are some pages that might be of interest – please let me 

know if you find any more.  Pinterest is also a useful source of inspiration. 

   

Facebook: pottery heads                                          Clay buddies   

(these are both American sites and the style of pottery is quite different, but they are 

a useful community for potters’ tips and help) 

British Studio Pottery Collectors             Ceramics UK 

Ceramic Review                                     Contemporary Ceramics 

 

Instagram 

 

Hashtags 

#ceramics 

#contemporary 

ceramics 

#ceramicsculpture 

 

 

Ceramicscentre                                      ceramics_monthly 

ceramic art                                              ceramic review 

maudnadmabellondon                            lisahammondpottery 

love-ceramic                                           wheretoseebuyceramicsuk 

Plus some potters who post and write about their pots: 

jonosmart                                                floriangadsby 

lukeeastop                                              bythelinepottery 

makikohastings                                       ashrafhannah_ceramicsandglass 

 
Discount at Pottery Suppliers 

Several suppliers offer a small discount, usually 5%, to members of Ceramic Societies, including CTM, 
Clayman and Potclays.  Please let me know if you know of more supplies offering discounts. 

 
 

mailto:jack@dohertyporcelain.com
http://www.weyceramics.co.uk/
mailto:janhite@gmail.com
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New members 

 
We are delighted to welcome a number of new members: 
 
Sue Dickenson, Rosalind Ayres, Jill Spain, Shirley Redpath, Nicola Fermer, Sarah Keeling, Jayne Bunting, 
Jennie Phillips and Cabby Luxford. 

 

Dates for your diary  
 
Wey Ceramics Exhibition 3 – 24 November 2018 

 
Our next exhibition will be at the Haslemere Museum for three weeks in November 2018, with the Private 
View on the afternoon of Saturday 3 November. 
 
This will be a selling exhibition (unlike the Harvey Gallery where pots can only be collected at the end of the 
exhibition).   
 
Please invite friends and family, this is a great opportunity to buy some lovely pieces of members’ work. 

 
Christmas Lunch – Saturday 15 December 2018 
 
This year we will be holding the Christmas lunch at the Village Hall in East Clandon. Details attached. 

 
Demonstrations 
 
We have an exciting programme of workshops and demonstrations planned for 2019.  We are also looking 
into alternative firing techniques, such as Obvara, which is similar to Raku. 
 
Provisional events: 
 
9 February 2019 Obvara firing    Ockley (JoJo’s house) 

17 March 2019  Barbara Gittings demonstration  East Clandon Village Hall 

11 May 2019  Barrel firing    Haslemere (Jan’s house) 

13 July 2019  Raku firing    Ockley (JoJo’s house) 

July (*tbc)  Pit Pot Prep    Haslemere (Jan’s house) 

July or Aug 2019 Jane Silk demonstration   East Clandon Village Hall 

7 & 8 September 2019 Pit firing    Ockley (JoJo’s house) 

October (*tbc)  Demonstration    East Clandon Village Hall 

9 November 2019 Raku firing    Ockley (JoJo’s house) 

 
*tbc – date to be confirmed 
 
We will keep you posted via newsletter updates and reminders on the facebook page, and will also post 
information on the firing technique and examples of work.  It will be important for us to know the numbers 
attending these events, so look out for the booking forms.  If you need any guidance regarding clay type, 
size, burnishing and decorating techniques etc, please contact one of the committee members and we’ll be 
happy to help. 
 
We would really recommend attending the demonstrations, the potters give so many useful tips which can’t 
be adequately explained in a write-up, plus it is a great way to socialise with other members. 
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Exhibition Review 
 
York Ceramics Fair 
 
This was a new event on 6th and 7th October 2018 from the Craft Potters Association presenting 40 leading 
makers from the UK and abroad representing a wide range of approaches to contemporary craft. 
 
It was held in the Hospitium in the Museum Gardens in York not far from York Museum which now houses 
the Centre for Ceramic Art (CoCA) which has a permanent ceramic display – historical and contemporary.   
Well worth a visit in itself. 
 
On the Saturday there was a range of activities, drop in workshops and hands on sessions in the gallery, and 
a chance to throw your own pot.  Sunday included lectures and films throughout the day including “Decorating 
Techniques” from Dylan Bowen and a talk from Roger Law as well as a film about prominent ceramicists 
from across the globe, who now call the UK home. These included Kochevet Bendavid, Christine Lalumia 
and Clare Maddison. 
 
Among the 43 exhibitors at the fair there was Kristine Blackbourn – raku and pit fired ceramics, Dylan Bowen 
– slip decorated earthenware, Roger Cockram - high fired porcelain based on observations of the sea and 
coastline, Margaret Gardiner – functional vapour glazed porcelain, Adele Howitt – sculptures inspired by 
pollen grains and Wendy Lawrence – heavily  carved textured natural forms.  I have picked out the ones I 
particularly like but the website will tell you more. 
 
https://yorkceramicsfair.com/exhibitors/ 
 
Sally Sparham 

 

 

Wey Ceramics Pit Firing  8 & 9 September 2018 
 
This year the pit firing was a great success, and several new members joined in 
the fun.  The fire took hold very quickly and reached a great heat. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Searching for hidden treasure 

the fire takes 

hold......... 

https://yorkceramicsfair.com/exhibitors/
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Jon Barrat-Danes Demonstration 
 
30 September 2018 
 
 
Jon is the sixth generation of potters in his family, and gave us an 
interesting slide show on his family history, influences and 
development of his work.  His parents often collaborated on work, 
making mini environments with a narrative inspired by fables and 
mythological creatures, which was to influence Jon’s later work.  
 
Jon did his ceramics degree at Bristol, focussing on thrown work 
and glazing, using Wedgwood and classical forms for inspiration, 
often using salt glazes. 
 

After leaving college, he built a large 
number of kilns, and took a number of 
jobs including teaching art and ceramic sculpture. 
 
Despite his love of making thrown forms such as teapots, Jon decided to move 
into sculpture, referencing amusing and lively cartoons and drawings by Heinrich 
Kley, Albrecht Durer’s famous rhinoceros, and Arthur Rackham. 
 
His first piece was 
a pig, but he swiftly 
added other 
creatures such as 

sheep, chickens, horses and even rats to his 
portfolio. 
 
Jon had brought a range of his work, 
including two sheep which were placed 
outside the village hall, looking very much at 
home. 

 
 
The horses differ from his other work as they are designed 
to reflect the style of the Tang horse, with a runny glaze, 
whereas much of his other work is quite roughly textures.  
He also showed us how he constructs the bases for some 
of his pieces, to elevate and give the work a presence.    
 
A useful tip was pressing the edge from inside against a 
piece of wood to retain the sharp edge. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jon also explained how he makes the eyes.  A pair of small round balls of clay are hardened with a blow 
torch so he can model around them without distorting the eyeball.  The eyes are brushed with copper 
oxide, then 2 coats of glaze are dabbed on to get the glassy effect. . 
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To build an animal, he starts with the legs, either freely constructed similar to pulling a large handle, or 
press moulded (for the horse) and braced to stop the legs splaying out. The legs are solid and allowed to 
dry out slowly. 
 

A broad strap is added to form the belly, and the form built up from there 
using coils of clay.  Rolls of clay are added to form eyebrows, eyelids, 
cheeks etc. 
 
Texture is added using a variety of tools, including unravelled metal pan 
scourers, nailbrushes and even a small Barbie comb for the horse tail! 
 
The body of the Chickens and ducks are made from a mix of grogged 
ES20 and paper clay, so you can get a lot of texture, and can get the 
body thinner, although paper clay does shrink quite a bit.   
 

Clay: Sculptures - Scarva Earthstone ES20 Earthenware Smooth Textured white clay 
Bowls: red earthenware clay 
 
Colours:  Slip made from reclaimed ES20 and 12% Borax Frit (white slip) with 15-20% body stains added 
for coloured slip.  For black slip he adds copper oxide to give a metallic sheen.   
 
Underglazes – Jon uses Amaco underglaze, but often knocks back the colours as they can be very bright, 
with slip approx. 50:50. 
 
He also uses slip on bisque fired pots, using coloured slip then black over the top, which is then partly 
brushed off when dry and brushed back to blend the colour. 
 
Pieces do occasionally crack but Jon mixes up Tetrion filler with oil paint to get a colour match, and it sets 
very hard.  
 
We then had an enjoyable time making a chickens 
head using the techniques Jon showed us. 
 
Jon was very generous with his tips and techniques 
and as always we had a very enjoyable 
demonstration and pot luck lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Useful links: 
 
www.jonbarrettdanes.co.uk 
www.jonbarrettdanes.co.uk/methods 
http://thescreamonline.com/art/art7-1/kley/kley.html 
http://www.artpassions.net/rackham/rackham.html 
www.craftinfocus.com/jon-barrett-danes 
 

Diane Marshall 
 
  

http://www.jonbarrettdanes.co.uk/
http://www.jonbarrettdanes.co.uk/methods
http://thescreamonline.com/art/art7-1/kley/kley.html
http://www.artpassions.net/rackham/rackham.html
http://www.craftinfocus.com/jon-barrett-danes
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Members’ Exhibitions &  News 
 
Jean Tolkovsky 10 November 2018 onwards, Lingwood Samuel Art 
 17/18 November2018, Art in Clay, Farnham Maltings 
 
Katie Netley 17/18 November 2018, Art in Clay, Farnham Maltings 

1 December 2018, Petworth 2018 Christmas event 
 

Jan Hite, Terri Smart  22 –25 November 2018, Surrey Sculpture Society, Landmark Arts Centre, 
Teddington 

 
Reiko Evans   21-25 November 2018, Craft in Focus, RHS Wisley    
 
Diane Marshall   1-2 December 2018, Arts and Craft Fair, The Lightbox, Woking 
 

The Artshed, The Medicine Garden, Downside Road, Cobham, Surrey, KT11 3LU 
Several members exhibit at the Art Shed, which has recently moved to a larger exhibition space in the 
courtyard of the Medicine Garden.  Why not give them a visit in their new gallery. 

 

 

What's On Elsewhere 
 
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITES OR CALL TO CONFIRM OPENING TIMES & CHARGES 
 

 

CERAMICS & SCULPTURE EXHIBITIONS 
 

17 – 18 November 2018    
Art in Clay 
 
Farnham Maltings, Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7QR. 

Website:  www.artinclay.co.uk 
 

22 –25 November 2018  
Surrey Sculpture Society - Landmark Sculpture Showcase 
Exhibition  
 
Landmark Arts Centre, Teddington,    

Website: www.surreysculpture.org.uk    
www.landmarkartscentre.org 
 

to 5 Nov 2018    

Sculpture Trail 
 
Savill Garden  

Englefield Green 
Website:  www.surreysculpture.org.uk      
www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/en/news-and-
events/events/surrey-sculpture-society-exhibition-in-
the-savill-garden 
 

8 November to 22 December 2018 
Alison Britton - Making it Up 
 
Marsden Woo Gallery,   

229 Ebury Street SW1W 8UT 
Website:            www.marsdenwoo.com 
 

to 10 November 2018  
Akiko Hirai - Onomatopoeia 
 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre  

63, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London, UK, 
WC1B 3BF 
Website:            www.cpaceramics.com 
 

19 Oct – 7 Nov 2018          Ineffable   
9 Nov – 28 Nov 2018         Control  
 
Thrown 

Highgate Contemporary (Ground Floor), 26 Highgate High 
Street, Highgate, London, N65JG 
 Website:  www.throwncontemporary.co.uk 
 

to 22 December 2018  
Natural Living with Ceramics from Antonia Salmon 
 
Artichoke Gallery 

Church Street, Ticehurst, East Sussex, TN5 7AD. 
Website:  www.artichokegallery.co.uk 
 

to 12 January 2019      
Beyond Form - Alessandra Taccia & Mizuyo Yamashita 
17 January – 16 March 2019      
Finding Form - Marian Bijlenga & Chinoko Sakamoto  
 
Flow Gallery 

5 Needham Rd, London W11 2RP   
Website: www.flowgallery.co.uk 

  

http://www.artinclay.co.uk/
http://www.surreysculpture.org.uk/
http://www.landmarkartscentre.org/
http://www.surreysculpture.org.uk/
http://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/en/news-and-events/events/surrey-sculpture-society-exhibition-in-the-savill-garden
http://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/en/news-and-events/events/surrey-sculpture-society-exhibition-in-the-savill-garden
http://www.windsorgreatpark.co.uk/en/news-and-events/events/surrey-sculpture-society-exhibition-in-the-savill-garden
http://www.marsdenwoo.com/
http://www.cpaceramics.com/
http://www.throwncontemporary.co.uk/
http://www.artichokegallery.co.uk/
http://www.flowgallery.co.uk/
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19 – 22 November 2018  
Contemporary Ceramic Auction 
 
Maak Contemporary Ceramics    

ROA Gallery, 5 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 4UY 
Website: www.maaklondon.com 
 

 

 

OTHER GALLERIES, MUSEUMS AND EVENTS 
 

To 3 November 2018: 

- Surrey Artist of the Year Competition 2018 
- Su Jameson: Surrey Artist of the Year 2017 - One 

Year On 
Autumn Craft Collection 
10 November 2018 to 5 January 2019 
- Winter exhibition: Festive joy & gifts by talented 

artists 
- Lumiere: the beautiful light 
 
New Ashgate Gallery   

Waggon Yard, Lower Church Lane, Downing Street, 
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7PS  
Website: www.newashgate.org.uk 
 

21 – 25 November 2018 
 
Craft in Focus 

RHS Garden Wisley 
Website: www.craftinfocus.com/next-fair/rhs-wisley-
christmas-2018 
 
 

10 – 11 November 2018  
 
Windsor Contemporary Art Fair    

Royal Windsor Racecourse 
Website:  www.windsorcontemporaryartfair.co.uk 
 

from 10 November 2018 

Objects of Desire  

 

LINGWOOD SAMUEL Gallery 

Godalming    
Website: www.lingwoodsamuelart.com 
 

9 – 11 November 2018 
 
Handmade Chelsea 

Chelsea Old Town Hall 
Website:            www.handmadeinbritain.co.uk 
 

1st & 2nd December 2018 
 
Midhurst Contemporary Craft Show   

Midhurst Rother College, North Street, Midhurst, West 
Sussex GU29 9DT 
Website: 
 https://thesussexguild.co.uk/sussex-guild-
events/midhurst-contemporary-craft-show 
 

2nd - 4th November 2018 
 
Craft and Design Show – Winchester  

Guildhall, Winchester 
Website:  www.craftinfocus.com/next-
fair/winchester-2018 
 

 
The Bourneside Gallery - Surrey Artists  - Mid-20th 

Century original prints & ceramics. 
No 1 North Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1DN                               
Website: www.bournesidegallery.com 
 

 

The Sculpture Park 

Corner of Jumps and Tilford Road, Churt, Nr Farnham 

Surrey GU10 2LH 

Website: www.thesculpturepark.com 
 

 

COURSES 
 

 
The Portable Pottery 

Milford, Surrey, GU8 5EU 
One to one and shared lessons (up to 8 people).     
Website:       www.theportablepottery.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.maaklondon.com/
http://www.newashgate.org.uk/
http://www.craftinfocus.com/next-fair/rhs-wisley-christmas-2018
http://www.craftinfocus.com/next-fair/rhs-wisley-christmas-2018
http://www.windsorcontemporaryartfair.co.uk/
http://www.lingwoodsamuelart.com/
http://www.handmadeinbritain.co.uk/
https://thesussexguild.co.uk/sussex-guild-events/midhurst-contemporary-craft-show
https://thesussexguild.co.uk/sussex-guild-events/midhurst-contemporary-craft-show
http://www.craftinfocus.com/next-fair/winchester-2018
http://www.craftinfocus.com/next-fair/winchester-2018
http://www.bournesidegallery.com/
http://www.thesculpturepark.com/
http://www.theportablepottery.com/
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Contact Your Committee 
 

Chairman    Jo Rowley  01306 627157 or 07814 80522 

   

Hon Treasurer/ Membership  Sally Sparham   01483 564160 

 

New Member Liaison   Terri Smart  01483 222710 

 

Website    Jan Hite   01428 656366 

 

Demonstrations & Workshops  Angela Wathen      01483 715830 

 

Exhibition Coordinators   Sally Sparham   01483 564160 

Angela Wathen      01483 715830 

 

Publicity          (  Jan Hite   01428 656366  

 

Minute Secretaries        (  Terri Smart   01483 222710 

     (   Vivien Russell    01483 725556  

 

Newsletter         Diane Marshall  01932 347870 / 07767 419958 

email: diane.marshall123@sky.com 

      

 

  

mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com
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Booking Form  

Workshop – Barbara Gittings – Sunday 17 March 2019 

At East Clandon Village Hall  10.00 am for a prompt start at 10.30 am  

 £20 via bank transfer to Wey Ceramics Society  
Lloyds Bank          
Sort Code 30-93-74         
Account Number 03201418 
Reference: Demo BG plus your name  

 £20 cheque made payable to 'Wey Ceramics Society'  

Name   ............................................................................................................  

Email/phone   ................................................................................................... 

I would like to bring a guest, numbers permitting (non-members £25)        YES/NO 

I am bringing ..................................................................................................for the pot luck lunch 

Please email the details if you are paying electronically; if paying by cheque please send with this 
form to 

Angela Wathen     

 Alcester, Hockering Gardens, Woking, Surrey  GU22 7DA   

Tel: 01483 715830 

ambwathen@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:ambwathen@yahoo.co.uk

