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Society News and Events 
 

Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome a number of new members, we now have 68 members. 

 

Helen Ritchie, Gay Crosby, Cate O’Neill, Daniel Pratap, Jo Marshall, Penny Von Sprekelsen, Raechel Porter, 

Vanessa Scott and Julie Barham. 

 

Social Media 
 

Website:     a reminder to send any updates and images of members’ work.  Please send Jan a small 

image with a plain neutral background  “thumbnail” size or “saved for Web” depending on 

what your photo software provides: to janhite@gmail.com. Please name the pictures rather 

than leaving with the default name as this makes it difficult to identify the maker. 

 

Also a reminder to send any useful “potters’ Tips” to Jan to share on the website 

 

Facebook:  Please also check our Facebook page, “Wey Ceramics Society Group”. We have lots of 

updates of recent events.   

 

Instagram:  search for @weyceramics – plenty of ceramics pictures and information. 

 

Discounts 
 
Pottery Suppliers: Scarva and CTM offer Wey Ceramics members 5% discount,  
 
 

Demonstrations 
 
Wey Ceramics Workshops and demonstrations planned for 2019.   
20 Oct 2019  Geoffrey Swindell demonstration  East Clandon Village Hall 
9 Nov 2019  Raku firing    Ockley 
7 Dec 2019   Christmas Lunch   East Clandon Village Hall 

mailto:janhite@gmail.com
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Wey Ceramics Society Exhibitions 
 
If you would like become an exhibiting member and take part in future exhibitions, please contact a  
member of the committee as we are happy to review a selection of your work at the next committee 
meeting. 
 
 
The Forge, Shere    15 – 17 November 2019 
 
We are holding a pop-up exhibition at The forge in Shere from Friday 15 – Sunday 17 november.  A flyer is 
attached, please come along and support us.   
 
 
Leith Hill Place May  1st - 31st May 2020 
 
Our next group exhibition will be at Leith Hill Place.   Leith Hill have asked us to reflect a scientific theme to 
highlight their links with Charles Darwin, and our theme will be “Evolution”.   
 
This can be covered within the work itself, but we also plan to have information about chemical and 
physical changes in clay and glazes during firing, glaze composition, the effects of different minerals etc.   
 
This is an excellent opportunity as it is a prestigious offer to be able to exhibit at a National Trust property.  
As this will be a selling exhibition, work must be of a high standard, and we will need photos of each piece 
(including dimensions) for selection. 
 
Please find attached details regarding applying to our Exhibition at Leith Hill Place.  We are suggesting a 
slightly different format this time and to assess whether this is going to be workable, please contact JoJo at 
rowleyjojo@yahoo.com  by 25 October 2019, indicating whether you would be interested in submitting work 
for this opportunity.  If this format does not appeal please also indicate whether you would be interested if it 
followed our usual “open to all’ format. 
 
Surrey Artists Open Studios 2020 
 
We are planning to hold the event again next year, using our Marquee in Mary Lindon’s beautiful garden 
near Dorking. 
 
The dates are slightly later (6-21 June 2020).  The deadline for applications is also earlier this year from 1 
November to 5 December 2019.   
 
You will need to be an exhibiting member; you will also need to register as a member of SAOS which is 
£45.  The additional Open Studio cost is £315 for a group of 5 or more, so the more members that 
participate means a lower cost per member, plus of course there are no commission charges. 
 
www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk 
 
As we need to gauge interest, please can you confirm to diane.marshall123@sky.com by 24 October 2019 
if you are interested so we can get an idea of numbers, before you register as a member of SAOS.  

 
Gallery and Ceramic show visits 
 
It has been suggested that we investigate planning group trips to ceramic events, both local and further 
afield, we have done this informally in the past to allow car-sharing but as we now have many more 
members we will look into organising group outings. 
 

Suggestions:  a visit to The Allen Gallery at Alton.   
  Car sharing to Art in Clay Farnham 
 
Please let diane.marshall123@sky.com  know if you are interested and if you have any ideas. 

 

mailto:rowleyjojo@yahoo.com
http://www.surreyopenstudios.org.uk/
mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com
mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com
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Raku Firing   13 July 2019 
 
We had another successful Raku firing in July; unfortunately we could only use 
one kiln, so there was quite a turnover of pots being fired, put into sawdust, 
cleaned etc, but it was all very well organised.  
 
The weather was great, and we set up in Jojo’s garden in a shady spot  
 
A glazing table was set up and Jan had several glazes mixed up, including some 
crackle glazes, and we also had some slip mixed up to try naked raku.   
 
There were plenty of experienced Raku potters on hand to give help to new 
members and we had some gorgeous pots. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The next Raku firing is on Saturday 9 Novermber at Jojo’s in Ockley, please let Jojo know if you plan to 
attend. 
 

Pit Firing & Summer Barbecue 7 September 2019 
 
Our summer Pit Firing was a great success, we had over 80 pots, wrapped in newspaper, foil, or cloth, with 
organic matter such as leaves, seaweed, banana skins plus copper with and oxides added.  Some of the 
decorations looked good enough to eat! 
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In the afternoon we had a barbecue, with Jojo and Nigel providing burgers etc. plus various dishes brought 
by members, so there was plenty to eat, and some great music too, some were even brave enough to 
dance.  It was a great opportunity to get to know other members. 
 
On Sunday we returned for the unveiling, and some interesting results.   

 
 

UCA Farnham MA Graduation show 
 
Members Lene Ryden and Tracy Dryden-Jones graduated earlier this year and the graduation show was 
held in August. 
 
Their work was also included in  the MA Graduate Showcase at 
the OXO Tower Gallery as part of the London Design Festival 
in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tracy Dryden-Jones 

 
 
 
 
Lene Ryden. 
 
Lene has been invited to be the Artist in Residence at 
UCA Farnham, for this academic year.   A great 
opportunity to explore her thrown vessels and to see how 
the work develops. 
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Foragers of the Foreshore – Mudlarking, Bargehouse, London 25 – 29 
September 2019 
 
Although this was not a ceramics show, there was plenty to inspire and also some interesting pottery finds. 
 
The show explores the history of London through items recovered from the Thames river bank by 
Mudlarkers.  Therse were originally poor Londoners, often children, who would scour the river bank as low 
tide in the 18th and 19th centuries, for trinkets that had been dropped into the water, cargo that had fallen 
off passing boats, pieces of coal, rope and they would sell the treasures they found.  
 
However today Mudlarkers are more interested in London’s history; Thames mud preserves whatever it 
consumes, which makes the Thames foreshore one of the richest archaeological sites in Britain. 
 
Any object found on the foreshore that could be of 
archaeological interest must be reported to the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme at the Museum of London; through this 
scheme, the mudlarks have helped build an unparalleled 
record of everyday life on a medieval river. 
 
The most common item to find is a clay pipe, but finds include 
Roman Samian ware, Bellarmine jugs, coins, glassware, 
buckles, but more often these days plastic. 
 
There were several displays from artists inspired by the mudlarking finds, in particular Raewyn Harrison, 
who has used Mudlark finds embedded in her porcelain pieces, together with ceramic transfers of old 
London maps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to find out more Lara Maikle has just published a book about Mudlarking and there are 
several Instagram and facebook accounts: 
 
LondonMudlark 
jasonmudlark 
foreshoreseashore 
raewynharrison 
mudlark_mud_god 
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Jane Silk demonstration     3 August 2019 
 
The demonstration was originally scheduled for Sunday 4th August until it was 
discovered that the Prudential Cycle Ride through London and Surrey would 
isolate East Clandon and make access impossible, so we managed to 
reschedule for Saturday 3 August. 
 
Jane studied at the Bath Academy of Art specialising in ceramics, and then 
taught art and ceramics.  She continued with her own work, mostly focussing on 
birds. She brought her inspiration board, showing images that are reflected in 
her work, such as cliffs, rocks, strata, beaches, shells and driftwood. 
 
Jane mostly uses Craft Crank clay, but also mixes Rocco Red and Smooth 
Black (Clayman) in equal proportions to achieve a chocolate black.  Porcelain 
and Ashraf Hanna is also used. 
 
The clay is rolled out in random lengths and sometimes tears and sticks to the 

board, which creates useful textures.  The slabs are cut and joined with slip (not scored) and then rolled on 
the reverse to flatten the join, but retain some texture. Edges are crumbly and often jagged.  Further texture 
is added with dried shavings rolled into the surface. 
 
Jane builds a three sided piece to create a cliff on which a small bird will 
perch.  More slurry is added inside and a thin coil is added inside each 
corner, pressed in with a long stick, and water dropped down the coil to fill 
in any gaps.  Additional slabs are added to create the impression of a 
jagged cliff.  The triangular piece is then placed on a slab with slurry to 
create the base, and the cut edge of the base pressed in to fill any gaps. 
 
Small balls of porcelain are added to mimic pebbles stuck in groins on the 
beach, but as porcelain shrinkage is higher than crank clay, the porcelain is 
fired first and added to leatherhard crank so it shrinks around the porcelain.  
The surface is also cut and marked with metal tools and pressed with a 
rubber kidney. 

 
The bird is added slightly off-centre, not right on the edge, 
to balance the piece. 
 
Slip is made using powdered 50% china clay and 50% ball 
clay, with colourants added by percentage weight.  Cobalt 
is 1.5%, for other colours such as orange Jane used deep 
orange underglaze stain @ 10%. The slip is added as dry 
as possible, to retain the texture and avoid smoothing it 
out. 
 
 
 

The piece is bisque fired to 1000 C and oxides added and wiped back with a 
damp sponge.  The final piece is then fired to between 1100 and 1240 C 
depending on the clay and the effect wanted.. 
 

 
Jane then demonstrated how she builds up a duck, using a slab which is curved 
around and pressed out to create the angular breast bone.  The shape is created by 
pressing out from the inside, and Jane has a good tip to use an old vase to stand the 
piece in to support it while shaping. 
 
The neck of the duck is turned slightly to one side to give it more life.  Thin coils are 
added to build the neck, with flatter pieces to create the head. 
 
Other birds Jane makes include guinea fowl which are made for black clay with white slip dots.  Often their 
characteristics are exaggerated which gives her work such personality. 
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Overall again a great demonstration with lots of useful tips and a pleasure to see someone working who 
handles clay so expressively. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ceramics News and Events 

 
The Great Pottery Throwdown  - A new series is on its way.  Contestants are being selected, so hopefully 
we will see the third series later this year. 
 
Keith Brymer-Jones will return as one of the judges, with Sue Pryke as the second potter, and Melanie 
Sykes as the host. 
 

   

Open Competition 
 
Cranleigh Open Art Exhibition 2019 - 26th November to 21st December 2019 
 
The theme for the 2019 Cranleigh Open Art Exhibition is “Ways of Seeing” and artists are invited to 
interpret the theme through any subject and style, in any traditional medium (drawing, painting, 
printmaking, ceramics/sculpture). 
 
For 2019, work will be submitted electronically and payment will be possible through the website.   
The submission fee is £10 per artwork and is non-refundable. Each artist may submit a maximum of three 
pieces of artwork.  The closing date for online entries is 2nd November 2019 at 4.30pm. 
 
Please submit the entry form and up to three images of each work (with at least one showing the complete 
work) to openexhibition@cranleighartscentre.org 
 
https://www.cranleighartscentre.org/event/open-exhibition-2019-ways-of-seeing/ 

  

https://www.cranleighartscentre.org/event/open-exhibition-2019-ways-of-seeing/
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Members’ Exhibitions & News 
 
15 – 17 November 2019 - Wey Ceramics pop-up show at The Forge, Middle Street, Shere GU5 9HF 
Reiko Evans, Shelly Bock, Vikki Fox, Vivien Godbolt, Jan Hite, Diane Marshall, Karen Pearson, JoJo Rowley, 
Terri Smart, Sally Sparham 
 
Jojo Rowley RHS Wisley Gallery  New Gallery space in the Welcome 

Building at Wisley  
 
Terri Smart } 25 Sept – 24 November 2019  Surrey Sculpture Society  
Jan Hite      }     at Savill Garden 
 
Terri Smart November 2019  Art@Work, Clyde & Co, 1 Stoke Rd, Guildford, 
     GU1 4HW.  Viewing by appointment only. 
 
Diane Marshall 26 – 27 October 2019  Farnham Festval of Crafts, The Maltings,  

Bridge Square, Farnham GU9 7QR 
 30 Nov  - 1 December 2019   Christmas Fair, The Lightbox, Woking  
 
Jean Tolkovsky 26 – 27 October 2019  Farnham Festval of Crafts, The Maltings,  

Bridge Square, Farnham GU9 7QR 
16-17 November 2019 Art in Clay, Farnham, The Maltings, Bridge Square, 

Farnham GU9 7QR 

 

 

What's On Elsewhere 
 
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITES OR CALL TO CONFIRM OPENING TIMES & CHARGES 
 
Until 20 October 2019 
Watts Ceramics 2019 
Watts Gallery, Down Lane Compton, Surrey, GU3 
1DQ 
Ceramicists Julie Ayton, Helena Bowen, Lucy 
Burley, Penny Green, Felicity Jones, Silvia K, Myra 
McDonnell, Sophie MacCarthy, Stephanie Robinson 
and Jane Sarre. 
 
19 December 2019 
An Evening with Edmund de Waal 
Watts Gallery 
Doors open 6.45pm | 7pm 
£25 | Friends £22.50 
 
16 - 17 November 2019 
Art in Clay, Farnham,  
The Maltings, Bridge Square, Farnham GU9 7QR 
 
26 – 27 October 2019 
Oxford Ceramics Fair 
St Edwards School, Woodstock Road, Oxford  
OX2 7NZ 
 
17 October–9 November 2019 -  Martin Pearce    
25 Nov–31 December - Gifted: A Christmas 
Show 
Contemporary Ceramics Centre,  
63, Great Russell Street, Bloomsbury, London, UK, 
WC1B 3BF. 
 

11th October - 23rd November 2019 
The Leach Pottery: Hand Heart Mind 
Thrown   
Highgate Contemporary (Ground Floor), 26 
Highgate High Street, Highgate, London, N65JG 
www.throwncontemporary.co.uk 
 
11 – 14 Nov 2019 
Maak Contemporary Ceramics   
Modern & Contemporary Ceramic Auction 
ROA Gallery, 5 Pall Mall, London SW1Y 4UY 
www.maaklondon.com 
 

 
OTHER GALLERIES AND EVENTS 
 
26 – 27 October 2019  
Farnham Festval of Crafts 
The Maltings, Bridge Square, Farnham GU9 7QR 
 
21 September to 2 November 2019 
Surrey Artist of the Year 2019 
New Ashgate Gallery    
Waggon Yard, Lower Church Lane, Downing Street, 
Farnham, Surrey, GU9 7PS  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.throwncontemporary.co.uk/
http://www.maaklondon.com/
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9 November  - 24 December 2019 
Enchanted – mixed exhibition including 
ceramics Alison Coaten, Vivienne Ross and 
Frances Spice 
LINGWOOD SAMUEL GALLERY 
12 Church Street, Godalming, Surrey GU5 1EH    

www.lingwoodsamuelart.com 
 
8 Nov  - 10 Nov 2019 
Handmade in Britain 
Chelsea Old Town Hall, King's Road, Kensington 
and Chelsea, London, UK, SW3 5EZ. 
www.handmadeinbritain.co.uk 
 
27 November - 1 December 2019 
Craft in Focus 
West Horsley Place 2019 
(Previously held at RHS Wisley) 
West Horsley, Surrey, KT24 6AN 
www.craftinfocus.com 
 
The Bourneside Gallery - Surrey Artists  - Mid-
20th Century original prints & ceramics. 
No 1 North Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1DN                               
www.bournesidegallery.com 
 
The Sculpture Park 
Corner of Jumps and Tilford Road, Churt, Nr 
Farnham Surrey GU10 2LH 
www.thesculpturepark.com 
 
Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden  
Apr 01, 2018 - Oct 31, 2018 
Black & White Cottage - Standon Lane - Ockley - 
Surrey - RH5 5QR 
www.hannahpescharsculpture.com 
 

 
COURSES & WORKSHOPS 
 
The Portable Pottery – Milford, Surrey UK. GU8 
5EU 
One to one and shared lessons (up to 8 people). 
www.theportablepottery.com 

26 October 2019 / 8 November 2019 / 31 January 
2020 / 21 February 2020 
Vinegar Hill Pottery 
Three day Raku pottery course - throwing, turning, 
raku-firing and eating in fabulous coastal location 
Price: £360 
The Pottery, Vinegar Hill, Milford On Sea, Lymington 
Hampshire. SO41 0RZ 
https://www.vinegarhillpottery.co.uk/ 
 
WEST DEAN COLLEGE 
West Dean College 
West Dean, Nr Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QZ 
https://www.westdean.org.uk 

2 November 2019 

Making ceramic spoons (Elaine Bolt) 
 
3 to 6 November 2019 
Drawing and sculpting the horse (Susan Halls) 
 
17 to 22 November 2019 
Glazes, glazing and firing for potters (Alison 
Sandeman 
 
3 to 5 January 2020 
Throwing and turning for beginners (Jon Barrett-
Danes) 
 
12 to 16 January 2020 
Wheel thrown porcelain (Chris Keenan) 
 
26 January 2020 
Practical Glazing Day (Alison Sandeman) 
 
27 to 30 January 2020 
Wheel-throwing with components and hollow forms   
(Jo Davies) 
 
31 January 2020 to 2 February 2020 
Tile making (Richard Miller)  
 
 
 

  

http://www.lingwoodsamuelart.com/
http://www.handmadeinbritain.co.uk/
http://www.craftinfocus.com/
http://www.bournesidegallery.com/
http://www.thesculpturepark.com/
http://www.hannahpescharsculpture.com/
http://www.theportablepottery.com/
https://www.vinegarhillpottery.co.uk/
https://www.westdean.org.uk/
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Contact Your Committee 
 

Chairman Jo Rowley 01306 627157 or 07814 80522 

  

Hon Treasurer/ Membership Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

 

New Member Liaison Terri Smart 01483 222710 

 

Website Jan Hite   01428 656366 

 

Social Media Jo Hannah Jo98hannah@yahoo.com 

 

Demonstrations & Workshops Angela Wathen     01483 715830 

 

Exhibition Coordinators Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

 Angela Wathen     01483 715830 

 

Publicity   Jan Hite   01428 656366  

 

Minute Secretaries  (  Terri Smart  01483 222710 

     (   Vivien Russell   01483 725556  

 

Newsletter  Diane Marshall 01932 347870 / 07767 419958 

 email: diane.marshall123@sky.com 

      

 

 

mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com

