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Society News and Events 
 

Members 
 

We are delighted to welcome a number of new members, we now have 71 members. 

 

Social Media 
 

Website:     a reminder to send any updates and images of members’ work.  Please send Jan a 

small image with a plain neutral background  “thumbnail” size or “saved for Web” 

depending on what your photo software provides: to janhite@gmail.com. Please name 

the pictures rather than leaving with the default name as this makes it difficult to 

identify the maker. 

 

Also a reminder to send any useful “potters’ Tips” to Jan to share on the website 

 

Facebook:  Please also check our Facebook page, “Wey Ceramics Society”. We have lots of 

updates of recent events.   

 

Instagram:  search for @weyceramics – plenty of ceramics pictures and information.  Attached is 

a short guide to posting on Instagram 

 

 
Discounts 
 
Pottery Suppliers: Scarva and CTM offer Wey Ceramics members 5% discount. 
 
 

  

mailto:janhite@gmail.com
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Demonstrations 
 
Wey Ceramics Workshops and demonstrations planned for 2020.  Further details, times, locations, how to 
book etc. will be made available to you closer to each event. 
 
5th April 2020  Wendy Lawrence Demo - East Clandon Village Hall 

18th April 2020  Raku Firing Day - JoJo’s house in Ockley 

16th May 2020  Barrel Firing day - Jan Hite’s house in Haslemere 

5th July 2020  Paul Taylor Demo - East Clandon Village Hall 

30th July 2020  Pit Pot Prep day. Jan Hite’s Haslemere 

5th September 2020 Pit Fire at JoJo’s with collection of work on the 6th 

10th October 2020 Raku Firing Day - JoJo’s Ockley 

8th November 2020 Barrel firing at Jan Hite’s house in Haslemere (proposed)  

 
 

 

Wey Ceramics Society Exhibitions 2020 
 
If you would like become an exhibiting member and take part in future exhibitions, please contact a 
member of the committee as we are happy to review a selection of your work at the next committee 
meeting. 
 
6th - 21st June 2020 SAOS at Mary Lindens House South Holmwood. Now fully subscribed but please 
do try to visit to support your fellow members. 

24th - 26th July 2020 The Forge Art Space in Shere - details of how to be involved to follow. 

End Sept/Oct 2020 Haslemere Museum - confirmed dates and details to follow. 

 

 

Gallery and Ceramic show visits 
 
It has been suggested that we investigate planning group trips to ceramic events, both local and further 
afield, we have done this informally in the past to allow car-sharing but as we now have many more 
members we will look into organising group outings. 
 
Suggestions:  a visit to The Allen Gallery at Alton.   
  Car sharing to Art in Clay 

 
Please let diane.marshall123@sky.com  know if you are interested and if you have any ideas. 
 

 

Christmas Lunch - 7th December 2019 
 
This year we had a great attendance at the Christmas Lunch at the East 
Clandon Village Hall - with 27 of us.   
 
Crackers, mince pies, and a glass of fizz, plus various dishes brought by the 
members. 
 
We had music provided by Vikki’s partner Richard, and several fun games 
hosted by Vikki and Angela, including a clever Ceramics themed Anagrams 
quiz. 
 
A very successful event, thanks to Angela for organising. 

mailto:diane.marshall123@sky.com


 

- 3 - 

 

WEY CERAMICS SOCIETY NEWSLETTER          JANUARY 2020 

Jaap Klein Velderman 
 
Jaap, a member of Wey Ceramics for many years, passed away on 31 January.  Here are some thoughts 
from Terri Smart: 
  
The first time I met Jaap was at a Wey Ceramics Christmas gathering.  I had recently joined and knew 
nobody.  He was kind and chatted to me for a long time, making me feel very welcome. 
 
Over the years we worked together as part of a 
smaller group, Kaleidoscope, and notably created a 
large wall piece that was a copy of an Abyssinian 
fresco for a rather dodgy client.  My memory is of us 
rolling up our trousers and wedging the clay by foot, 
holding onto each other and laughing hysterically. 
 
Jaap was a maverick – a completely mad boy racer 
(I always offered to drive if going on a journey with 
him but usually lost the toss).  He refused to get a 
computer, having worked in the industry and 
washing his hands of it once he retired. 
 
His zest for life and love of pottery defined him.  He 
will be missed. 
 
Terri Smart 

 

 

The Craft Fair Experience 
 
This year I decided to give a couple of Craft Fairs a try.   I set my expectations low, as people do not seem 
to be buying much craft these days, (no room at home, Brexit etc.) but was pleasantly surprised. 
 
The first was Farnham Maltings Festival of Crafts in mid-October.  This was 
a very well organised event that has been running for several years.  All the 
work is hand made by the stallholders and there is a good mix of high quality 
ceramics, glass, jewellery, clothing etc.  A table and chairs are provided for a 
reasonable price, and there is no commission charged.  There were several 
other ceramicists there, with very impressive stands, including fellow Wey 
Ceramics member Jean Tolkovsky, who gave me some useful tips on display.  
 
I enjoyed the fair, and sold quite well, but as usual it is surprising what does 
and doesn’t sell.  Overall it is a very good event, with plenty of visitors. 
 

The second craft fair was at The Lightbox in Woking at 
the beginning of December, and I deliberately took several smaller “Christmas” items.   
I was in a large room on the top floor, with lots of stalls in the corridor including 
someone selling coffee and cakes.  The first day went very well, despite the know-it-all 
potter next but one to me who kept nosing around my pots and commenting on pricing.  
His work was hand painted moulded pots and they also held pottery painting parties.  
Hmm.  I immediately changed my sales pitch to it all being hand-made and hand-
painted one off items!  However the second day was abysmal; very quiet – we couldn’t 
work out why until we realised that there were no stalls outside apart from a painter 

and fellow Wey Ceramics member Jill Spain, but after Jill, there was a long bare uninviting corridor with no 
signs.   The rest of the Lightbox was really busy, but obviously people didn’t want to venture down this 
corridor. 
 
It was an interesting experience, Craft Fairs are hard work and I know which one I won’t be doing this year! 
 
Diane Marshall 
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Wey Ceramics Society Exhibition at The Forge, 

Shere       15-17 November 2019 
 
A new exhibition space was offered to us at The Forge, this had been 
beautifully renovated by the owners and they were keen to use it as 
an arts hub for the village.  Shere is a delightful village popular with 
walkers, so we felt there would be a good audience for the show. 
 
We were offered three days in mid-November, and ten of us took part. 
 

 
The Forge is a good sized space, with 
two levels and good lighting; we were 
able to use a large oak table for the 
central display.   
 
There is often a point when unpacking 
and laying out an exhibition that it 
looks a bit disorganised, with too 
much on show, but it all came together 
with some expert guidance.  A along 
with our own plinths, display cases 
and additional lighting we were able to 
create a professional-looking 
exhibition.   
 

 
The weather was cold and one day was particularly damp, we found with the door closed the exhibition 
looked uninviting, so several unfortunate stewards had to sit with their coats on and the door open! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The exhibition was quite successful, and we plan to hold another one in late July 2020, where we should 
have warmer weather and plenty of visitors to the village. 
 
Thanks to Jojo and Vikki for all their hard work in organising the exhibition. 
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Geoffrey Swindell – Demonstration 20 October 2019 
 

 
Geoffrey gave a slide presentation showing his 
background and inspirations, which included the 
American West, motorbikes and Space.   
 
His family has a history of ceramics, one Grandfather 
stoked the bottle ovens in Stoke and another worked at 
the Middleport Pottery, and his Grandmother was a skilled 
ceramic paintress. 
 
At a young age he was cutting out and assembling 
models using cereal packets, and then moved onto Airfix 
kits, ensuring the decoration was realistic, even down to 
the rust.  At 12 he started painting in oils, and at 15 left 
school and went to Burslem Art College in 1960 in Stoke, 
studying painting, art influenced by industrial images such 
as derelict soot- blackened buildings, and gradually 
moving into more abstract and expressive work, with 
surface texture.   

 
A fellow motorbike enthusiast, who worked at Alton Towers encouraged Geoffrey to take a summer job 
there to take people around the funfair and the pottery, which led to working on the wheel as an apprentice, 
throwing 8 oz balls of clay for 4 hours every afternoon.  He experimented with agate ware, which was then 
turned on a lathe.  He had to slow down his throwing to make the process appear more difficult and then 
the post sold for a higher price! 
 
He was at college for 10 years, including 3 years at the RCA studying 
for an MA, where his tutors included Hans Coper and Eduardo 
Paolozzi; Lucie Rie would visit occasionally.   Fellow students 
included Elizabeth Fritsch. 
 
Geoffrey’s ceramic work became more contemporary and he 
experimented with breaking the rules of standard studio pottery, for 
example firing earthenware glaze to stoneware, and using organic 
texture inspired by fossils, shells, sea urchins etc. to create organic 
shapes with a natural form.  He also re-created Chun glaze.  In 1970 
Geoffrey left the RCA and moved to York and opened his own small 
pottery studio while lecturing at York School of Art. The first small 
potters wheels were available in the early 1970’s, Geoffrey combined 
thrown work with press moulding, using plastic toys and models to 
create surface interest. 
 
He worked on a small scale, taking his work into the college to fire, and researched why people didn’t want 
large ceramic pieces  He developed smaller pieces with texture and surface interest, influenced by 
patination of old machinery, and how the natural world eroded man-made items and surfaces.   
 
In 1975 he became a senior lecturer in Ceramics at Cardiff College of Art) until 2003 when he left to 
concentrate on his work in porcelain. 
 
He made lidded pots with off centre lids, spoons, 
sculptural pieces, and installations of a family of pots, 
inspired by odd kitchen equipment he saw in 
Selfridges, creating pots which look as if they have a 
function but cannot be used.   
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Pieces were added to the pots in incongruous places, for example off centre lids 
and spouts in unexpected places.   
 
Geoffrey throws on a bat and doesn’t wire off as this can cause warping; porcelain 
is known for its memory, and even a small knock can re-appear during firing. 
 
 
For lidded pots, he makes the lid first and then makes the pot fit the lid. He also 
throws a closed shape and adds a groove with half a wooden clothes peg, then 
removed the lid with a pin. The base is then used as a chuck to turn the lid.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When turning Geoffrey uses ribs cut into shape with scissors and files, to remove throwing rings.  He had a 
very useful tool made from an old band-saw blade, bent over a piece of dowelling and sharpened with a 
stone.   
 

Texture is added with various tools such as wire brushes and ballpoint pens 
(for small dots)  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To flute the top of the vases and bottles, the tops are softened with a wet 
brush inside and out, and a small tool dipped in talc to stop sticking is tapped 
against the rim (rather than pushed) to move it in.  (PIC) 
 
For handles Geoffrey often uses the bases of lids he has thrown cut and 
gently curved, and stuck on at an angle.  (PIC)  
 
 
Geoffrey does endless test glazes and has a graveyard of unsuccessful pots in the garden!  
 



 

- 7 - 

 

WEY CERAMICS SOCIETY NEWSLETTER          JANUARY 2020 

 
Geoffrey uses numerous techniques to add colour, for example on 
damp pots, adding blobs of several colours of slip on the inside 
smoothed with a q-tip or brushed around the outside with a brush 
run up and down to create lines and grooves.  In January Geoffrey 
was guest potter on The Great Pottery Throwdown, and this 
decorating technique was the potter’s challenge. 
 
 

 
The clay is JB Porcelain from PotClays, and he also He layers the external glazes using a spray brush 
(glaze is poured into the interior) and fires to 1260. He uses wallpaper paste as underglaze medium, often 
adding blobs of vanadium oxide.  Glazes include Vanadium, dolomite and Rutile.  Another method is to 
coat the pot with coloured slip, then when glazing, sponge on wax, and glaze, this leads to an interesting 
surface.  Lustres are fired to 700.  His surface textures are very varies and interesting. 
 

 
 
Geoffrey gave a very informative demonstration, and was very generous with his tips and tricks. 
 
 
Diane Marshall 
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Members’ Exhibitions & News 
 
Reiko Evans      } 13 Mar – 26 Apr   “ORIGINS” Leith Hill Place, nr Dorking 
Karen Pearson  }  11am – 5pm, F,S,S, BHol 
 
 
Jojo Rowley RHS Wisley Gallery  New Gallery space in the Welcome 

Building at Wisley  
 
Terri Smart 4 Apr – 19 Apr 2020  AppArt, Prior’s Field School, Godalming, GU7 2RH. 

 

Jean Tolkovsky 29 Feb – 1 Mar 2020  London Potters Local Studio Pottery Fair   
  11am-5pm   Normansfield Theatre, 2a Langdon Park, Teddington,                                          

 

 
For Sale – Gas Kiln 
 
Elaine Coles has a Laser J 9 Turbo Kiln for sale, it is in good working order.  It would have to be collected.  
The manuals are available, and Elaine also has two propane gas burners. 
 
She also has plastic buckets, jugs, glaze materials, scales, plaster moulds etc.  If anyone is interested 
please get them to contact Elaine either 01276 856769 or mobile 07748 763524 

 

     
I  
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What's On Elsewhere 
 
PLEASE CHECK WEBSITES OR CALL TO CONFIRM OPENING TIMES & CHARGES 
 
FEBRUARY 2020 
 
London Potters Local Fair 
Sat 29 Feb – Sun 1 Mar 
The Langdon Down Centre, Langdon Down Centre, 
2a Langdon Park, Teddington 
 
Yo Thom ceramics 
to 29 February 2020 
New Ashgate Gallery, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7PS 
 
Line & Form – Emily Myers, Anna Silverton and 
Ali Tomlin 
13 Feb - 7 Mar 2020 
Contemporary Ceramics. 63 Great Russell St, 
London 
 
MARCH 2020 
 
Marking Time – Hannah Tounsend 
12 Mar - 4 Apr 2020 
Contemporary Ceramics, 63 Great Russell St, 
London 
 
One Year On: Mitch Pilkington: Winner of Rising 
Stars 2019 
7 March to 18 April 2020 
New Ashgate Gallery, Farnham, Surrey GU9 7PS 
 
Ceramic Art London 2020 
Fri, 20 Mar, 10:00 – Sun, 22 Mar, 17:00 
Central St Martins 
Granary Building, 1 Granary Square, London 
 
APRIL 2020 
 
Paul Philp 
9 Apr - 2 May 2020 
Contemporary Ceramics, 63 Great Russell St, 
London 
 
 
OTHER GALLERIES AND EVENTS 
 
Collect Open 
27 February – 1 March 2020 
Somerset House, The Strand 

 
 
 
Craft in Focus 
29 April to 3 May 2020 
RHS Wisley, GU23 6QB 
www.craftinfocus.com 
 
 
Royal Society of British Artists 303rd Annual 
Exhibition 2020 
20 February 2020 to 29 February 2020 
Mall Galleries 
 
COURSES & WORKSHOPS 
 
https://thestudioatclapham.com 
Jayne Bunting  holds several exciting classes at the 
studio: 
 
28 Feb- Pottery Glazing | 1/2 Day (morning) 
29 Feb - Garden Ornaments Adults – 1 day 
7 Mar - Pottery | Ceramics for the Garden (Durrington 
Campus, Northbrook MET College) 
8 Mar - Pottery Glazing | 1/2 Day (morning) 
28 - 29 Mar Sculpting Birds in Paperclay 
 
The Portable Pottery – Milford, Surrey UK. GU8 
5EU 
One to one and shared lessons (up to 8 people). 
www.theportablepottery.com 
 
Augmented Clay: Create Interactive Ceramics 
Sat, 15 Feb, 10:30 – 17:00 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
Meet and work with artist Ingrid Murphy in this 
unique practical workshop hosted in our Ceramics 
studio 
 
WEST DEAN COLLEGE 
West Dean, Nr Chichester, West Sussex, PO18 0QZ 
https://www.westdean.org.uk 

 
 
 

  

http://www.craftinfocus.com/
http://www.theportablepottery.com/
https://www.westdean.org.uk/
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Contact Your Committee 
 

Chairman Jo Rowley 01306 627157 or 07814 80522 

  

Hon Treasurer/ Membership Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

 

New Member Liaison Terri Smart 01483 222710 

 

Website Jan Hite   01428 656366 

 

Social Media Jo Hannah Jo98hannah@yahoo.com 

 

Demonstrations & Workshops Angela Wathen     01483 715830 

 

Exhibition Coordinators Sally Sparham  01483 564160 

 Angela Wathen     01483 715830 

 

Publicity   Jan Hite   01428 656366  

 

Minute Secretaries  (  Terri Smart  01483 222710 

     (   Vivien Russell   01483 725556  

 

Newsletter  Diane Marshall 01932 347870 / 07767 419958 

    email: diane.marshall123@sky.com 
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Booking Form  
 

Demonstration – Sunday 5th April 2020   Wendy Lawrence 

At East Clandon Village Hall 10.00 am for a prompt start at 10.30 am  

 £20 via bank transfer to Wey Ceramics Society  
Lloyds Bank          
Sort Code 30-93-74         
Account Number 03201418 
Reference: Demo JS plus your name  

 £20 cheque made payable to 'Wey Ceramics Society'  

Name   ............................................................................................................  

Email/phone   ................................................................................................... 

I would like to bring a guest, numbers permitting (non-members £25)        YES/NO 

I am bringing ..................................................................................................for the pot luck lunch 

Please email the details if you are paying electronically; if paying by cheque please send with this form to 

Angela Wathen     

 Alcester, Hockering Gardens, Woking, Surrey  GU22 7DA   

Tel: 01483 715830 

ambwathen@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
As not all the potters have card machines, and they usually bring some lovely pieces at very 
reasonable prices, please bring some cash with you just in case you are tempted! 
 

mailto:ambwathen@yahoo.co.uk

